INTRODUCTION
A reconnaissance for uranium in southern West Virginia and southwestern Virginia, especially in coal and associated rocks, included the collection of 33 channel samples of coal and clay at 28 localities and two channel samples of Upper Devonian shale at one locality for laboratory determination of radioactivity* Four measured sections were field cheeked with a scintillation meter for radioactivity* Most of the coal samples were collected from fresh exposures in mines* All parts of the coal bed that were mined were sampled* The entire thickness of the bed was incited in the sample unless the bed was in two distinct benches* Stewart W» Welch and John L» Snider did the field work in November 1952.
It was asstmed before the field work started that it is more practical to search for -uranium in coal by collecting samples for laboratory determination of radioactivity than t?y taking field readings* Uranium could be present in recoverable quantities in the ash of a coal bat be undeteetable in the coal itself* The area covered by this report is in two physiographic provinces, « the Appalachian Plateau and the folded Appalachian Mountains* The Appalachian Plateau is highly dissected with a local relief ranging from 800 to 1000 feet* with steep hillsides and narrow, winding ridges and valleys* System P e n n s y l v a n i a n -/ Wilpolt and Harden, 1949 (sheet 1) except where otherwise notedo 2/ Correlation after Butts, 1940, p* 336. lj Miller and Brosge', 1950 (sheet 1) . (Campbell, 1925, sap) Channel samples of coal beds were collected in mines near the face or at fresh surfaces exposed in strip mines* Partings were not included in the samples* Each sample represents the whole thickness of the coal bed, unless the bed is divided into two or more benches* Table 3 gives the description of the coal and shale beds sampled and the results of the analyses in percent of equivalent uranium as determined by the U« S« Geological Survey laboratory at Washington, D. C. Field readings were not taken of coal beds that were sampled* If the sample had 0*001 percent or more equivalent uranium it was checked twice in the laboratory and both of these results are given* The sample localities are shown on figure 1, and the description of the sample localities and date collected are given in table 3* 3/ a means less than 0.001 percent equivalent uranium. 
